Ectasia of the rete testis with ipsilateral renal agenesis.
Scrotal masses are a common problem in children. Cystic lesions usually are found to be hydroceles, while solid masses suggest the possibility of neoplasia. A rare cause of a cystic scrotal mass is ectasia of the rete testis. A review of the literature reveals only 1 case similar to the patient herein described. Both patients had agenesis of the ipsilateral kidney, which explained on the basis of the embryologic overlapping of the genitourinary system. Our patient bears clinical similarity to the ACI rat and correlation is made with this animal model system. Excision of the multiloculated rete testis cyst, rather than orchiectomy, appears to be curative.